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ies 25 Adut, 1952, |

Monasieur le Juge d‘ Instruction
du Cqnton de Berns,

BERNE, Suisse,

_Monsisur le Juge d!Instruction, ... . . . Do R

<

Ayant ote 1le Preuident du Consell des Ministres de Roumanie, &

l‘epoqne olt 88 succeddrent les evendmsnts du ©as, Alexandru Croetzeatmy

je me permets dfattirer votre attention sur cbrtains aspecta de. co’ cas
qui, & mon av:ls, ont un ocaractére penal,

JJe but que je me propose d'atteindro, dans ce cas-ci, est d'a.rr:l-

ver a ce que, du fonds nationnl rounain, depos! en Suisse, tous les

intoloctmola roumainsg ex:l.lee pulssent etre aldes, etmt donne que lesur
ma jorite est completement depourvue de moyens d'existence, et que cot
argent ne aoit pas exclusivemnnt utilisé par deux personnss privooao

Jo me pemots d'annexer 5 cette lettre une copie de l'acte publlo

du 25 Avril 1950; econgernant M. ‘Conatantin F. Visolanu qui, Sous pre=- .

station de serment, déclara au Dopa.rtomont de Justice = le Servioe
qat ation et. de Naturalisation - posséder aux U.S.A. une somo d'o

viron $158,000,~ -

Or. J.'on a soutemu - duw 1le cas du Mr., Cretzeanu que Mr, 'V.taoam.
a l'ep0que ou 1.1 etait le Ministre des Affaires ?m-angbros ds la Rou-

‘-z menle, en 1945, a disposd que llon fit e smon ami, Mr, Qr_giggam!
paioment de milliom de francs suisseg, argent appartenant a l'Etat

que -dr, -Visoleme, -1ore de- son arrivées en Saiase,

- e r— - Bbhart - dm
© Ten.19 6 ne posseédait pasTiine somme de 1'importance de ces $158,000, 1.

reaulto qu!.u l1g reque de chez Mr, Cretzeanu, avec lequel, donc. il.a
partngo leg tonds mbucn roumains, dont 11, Mr, Viaoiann. a dinpod 1

paiement,.

: I1 est.donc pu-uia de supposor ‘que Mr. Visoianu a ordonné ce pu.-
ament a Mr, Gretuanu, dans le but de povoir aussi en profiter, et s'-
st donc donns 1u1-n3mp targent de 1!Etat, commettant ainsi une aoti-
‘on ayent.un. onrnctora ponal. Mr. Visoianu qui, lors de son entrée em -

Suisse’ (1946.), dpc;luq!.t a plusieurs’ pgrnhhes n'avoir qu'une petite: "

somme a 1'étrangef, dtenviron 20,000.~ franes suisse, ne pourra Samais
prouver avoir obtenu cot u-gont: d'tmo source autre que de Mr, Orotzom

I1 est anui. & mcquox- qu'aucun de -ses’ nonb es du- Comu ME

. luniatroa. Y. comprEs Wol =~ ocomme Président du Cpnseil - n'eyéns rien
Tau e jot "110 66 palemenit. Il eat Inconeevible qu un pmmt de 1t

- tenoce des. 6'millions de francs suisses sit pu g0 faire, 3 yn momeat
l'Btat: rdnmin ;' 8 opoﬁrvu do devzaeu. n'want méme pas do qnol pqorlm
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?xﬁtros ou premier ministre, en fut mis au courant} N

Du dossier de Mr, Crotzeanu, 11 ressort que !ir, Visoianu pr‘tendjﬁ‘
ir signé la lettre adresses a Mr, Gigl Anastasiu - Chargé d'Affaires .
— de la Légation de Roumanie a Berne - le 12 Janvier 1945, lui domnant -

ltordre de payer la somme de é millions de francs sulsses a Mr, Cretzeas

nie Il ressort aussi, de ce meme dosaler, que cette lettre arriva a Ber-
ne, eritre les mains de Mr, Anastasiu, le 10 Février 19L5. Si lea choses
sont telles, pourquoi Mr. Anastasiu ne communiqua-t-il rien a Mr, Cre- -
tzeanu en Turquie, sur oe fait exceptiomnellement impoytant pour Mre - -

Cretzeanu? Pourquol garde-ts=il ce silence, depuls le 10 Pévrier 1945 . .

jusqutau 2 Mal 1945, c'est-a-dire pendant presque trois mois? Cary le ]

ser;éce postal entre la Suisse et la Turquie fonctionnsit normalement

et régulidrement,Pourquoi attendit-il jusqu'au 2 Mai 1945, quand Mr,
Cretzeanu lui demsndat par cable de devoser la somme immédiatement, a
. . 1'Union do.Banques. Suissea? Mr. Anastasiu.exécuta la requéte de Kro Cre=.

tzeanu le 4 Mai 1945, et commniqua immeédistement l'execution de llope= '
ration, par cible, 1e 5 Mal 1945. Tout 3s fit par voie télegraphique, . -
etant -pressesdien finir lloperation le plus vife possible$ . :

, mde

1

alres du personnel diplomatique'é l'étranger, sans que personns

Z. avo

Il parsit que les choses ne se pessérent pés comme ces Meaaiqﬁrai
le aoutierment. ‘

s, Aprbd que la gouvernement- dont jletais le préaident - fut renver=
8é par Vishinsky, le 6 Mars 1945, et que Kr. Visoiamu, qui avait éte un
membre de mon gouvernement, ntetait plus Ministre des.Affaires Etrange-.
< rep, on m'a dit qu'un fonctionnsire de ce ministere, Mr. Piky Pogonea-
m, rappela g Mr, Visoianu l'existence de ces fonds, Alors seulement,
lorsqu'il mtetait donc plus ministre, Mr. Visolanu signa la lettre &
Mr, Anastasiu, ‘qittiT ‘aata 12 Tanvier 1945, Oette lettre,.-de.méme,que ce=—
1le dans lequelle 11 aunoncait & Mr. Cretzeanu l'ordre de paiement qufil
avait donne en sa faveur, ne pouvaient etre envoyces par voie normale, .
a cguse de la censure goumaine, mais durent attendre des courriers a-
1lliés pour étre expediees, ltune en Suisse et 1'autre en Turquie, Ce .
. ntest qu'ainsi que s'explijue 1l'exécution du paiement au moie de Mal & -
.peine, et non pas en Février, date a laquelle ces Messieurs pretendent
: que la lettre - séf-disant datée 12 Janvier - arriva en Suisse, I1 est’
“evident que. sl la.lettre arrivait i Berne en Fevrier, le paiement: envers
--—;Nr§e9rotsoanuwaurait otootait-eanderer.-La~1otbre-n'arrivant-quo tard,
au début de lal; le palement, naturellement, ne se fit qu'en Mal 1945,
Cecl prouve que la lettre ne fut.signee que tard, aprés que le gouverne-
ment eut demissionne et lorsque le ministre n'avait donc plus le droit

de 1la signer. Elle fut ainsi anti-datée.

<., La ma jorite de la presse roumaine en exile, depuls des mois et des
anne#s, discute et débat ce probléme des fonds publics qui, de justice,
.devragt revenir & tous les intelectuels roumains exilés, et non seulem
ment‘a-deux personnes, qui alent le droit -d'en disposer sans rendre come
tte ® personns, Y, - g
« - Zspergnt que.ces quelques données et information pourront wvous aider
a elucider ce probleme, si grave et douloursux pour les milliers de rou~ 4
mains exiles, je‘vous prie de bien vouloir accepter ma parfaite considif-

ration,
y A
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Translation of Crigziral Docvent

Liga Romanilor Liberi The League of Free Rumanians

L7 East 6lst Street
New York 21, N. Y.
Plasa 95540

29 August 1992

CONFIDENTIAL

The State Attorney
Canten of Berne,
BERNE, Switzerland

The State Attorney,

Having been the Fresident of the Council of Ministers of Rumania,
at the time that the events of the case of Alexandru Cretseanu tcok
place, I am taking tie liberty of drawing to your sttention certain
aspects of this case whieh, in my opinion, have a penal nature.

The end which I propose to attain, in this case, is to enable all
the Rumanien intellectual exlies to be aided from thne Rumanian national
fund deposited in Switserland, being granted that the majority of them
is completely deprived of meens of existence and that t \is money msy
not be used exclusively by two deprived personse °

I wm sibaching to this letter a cony of the affidavit of the
25 April 1950, concerning lir. Constantin I. Visoianu, who declared under
oath to the Immigration and Naturalization Service, Department of Justios,
that he possevsad a sum of about 3158,000 in the United Statese

Now, it was maintained in the case of Mr. Cretsesnu that Mr. Visoiamm,

the period when he was the Rumanian Minister of Foreign Affairs,

4n 19li5, ordered that a payment of 6 million Swiss francs, money belonging
to the Rumanian State, be made to his friend Hr. Cretseanu. Being granted

. that Mr. Visoianu, since his arrival in Switserland in 1946, &id not pos-

sess & sum of the magnitude of this $158,000, it follows that he received

;I @, 1t from Mr. Cretseanu, with whom, then, he bas divided Rumanian publie
funds, the payment of which was ordered by Mr, Visoianu,

It 1a then permitted to gllsge that iir. Visoianu orderad this
payment to be made to Mr. Cretzeanu, for the purpose of being able to
profit by it himself and has helped himsaelf to State money, thus come
mitting an action of a penal nature. Iir. Visoianu whc since his entry
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into Switzerland (1946) told several people that he had only a small !}
sun abroad, about 20,070 Swiss francs, will never be able to prove that
he obtained this money from a source other tnan !ir. Cretzeanu.

It is‘also_ to be noted that none of iiis colleagues in the Council
of Ministers, including myself as lresident of the Council, knew anything
regarding this payment. It is incoriceivatle that a payment of the
impartance of 6 million Swiss francs et a time when the Rumanian State,
denrived of foreign exchange, and not l.xving even the means to pay the
salaries of diplomatic persomnel abroad, could have taken place without
anyone, ministers or prime minister, being informed of it.

It stands out in iir. Cretseanu's dossier that ir. Visoianu main-
tains that he gigned the letter addressed to iir. Gigli Ansstasiu, Charge
d'. Affaires of tiie Rumanian Legation ‘n Berne, deted 2 January 1945,
giving him the ovder to pay the sui of 6 million Sulss frencs to
Hr. Cretseanu. From this same dossier it also stemds out that this
letter arrived in Berne, delivered to rxr. Anastasiu, 10 February 194S.
If thisg 45 the case, why did not Mr. Anastasiu communicate any word of
this action to Mr. Cretseanu in Turkey, an action of exceptional importance
to ifr. Cretzeanul Why did he keep silent from the tenth of February until
the gecond of May, in other words for almost three months? The postal
service between Switperland and Twkey was funotioning normally and
regularly. Why did he wait until the secend of May 1545, when Mr. Cretseanu
ordered him by cable to deposit the sum imnmediately in the Union de Banques
Suisses? Mr. fnastasiu executed Mr. Cretszeanu's order or L May 19kS, and
irmediately communicated the execution of the operation by cabld on 5 May
1945. -Everytiing was done through telegrarhic chammels, as they were in
a inrry tn {inish the operation as quiekly as nopsiblee. .

It seemed thiy thiugs did not hapren as these genblemen maintaine

After the government, of which I was President, was overthrown vy
Vishinsky on 6 Harch 1945, and after !r. Visoianu, who had been a member
of my rovermment, was no longer linister of Foreign Affairs, I was told
that a functionary of this ministry, itr. Piky Fogoneamu, recalled to
Mr, Vigoianu the existence of these funds, Only then, when he was no
longer minister did fér. Visolanu sign the letter to lir. Anastasiu, which
he dated 12 January 1945. This letter, as well as the one in which he
snnounced to iire Cretzgeanu the payment order he had made in his favor,
could not be sent tirough ordinary channels, on account of Rumanisn
cengorship, but had to await -the Allied couriers in order.to-be dispatched,
one to Switzerland and tiie other to Turkey. It is only in this way that
can be explained the execution of the payment, made barely in the month
of Hay, and not in February, the date on which these gentlemen maintain



that the letter, showing the date of 12 January, arrived in Switzerland.

It is evident that if the letter arrived in Berne in February, the payment
to Hr. Cretseanu would have been made in February. The letter not arriving
until late, at the beginning of ¥ay, the payment, naturally, was not made

until May 1945. This rroves that the letter was not sipned until late, -
after the povernment hed resigned and when the minister no lofiger hed

the right to sign it. I was thus pre-dated. .
e T~

The majority of the Rumsnian press in ixile, after months and years
discuss and debate this problem of public funds which by rijit siould be
restored to all the Rumanian intellectual exiles, and not only to two peoplie,
who have the right, to dispose of them without accounting to anyone.

Hoping that these few facts and intormation will be able to aid you
in clarifying this nroblem, 8o grave and sad for the thousands of Rumanisn
exiles, I beg you to ldndly accept my full consideraticn.

GENERAL NICOLAE RAIESCU
FRESIIENT



